
	

Word:			

eagle 
	

	

Connotations:			thoughts	and	images	that	are	associated	with	a	particular	word;		what	
comes	to	mind	when	you	think	of	a	word	(for	MOST	people).		

Denotation:		the	dictionary	definition	of	the	word	
(noun)	a large bird of prey with a massive hooked beak and long broad wings, 
known for its keen sight and powerful soaring flight.	
	
Synonyms:		Words	with	similar	meanings	
Bald	Eagle,	bird		
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Objects: 
	

the	American	flag	
(the	eagle	is	a	symbol	
for	the	US)		
	
money	(an	eagle	is	
pictured	on	the	back	
of	the	dollar	bill)	

	

People / animals 
	

					Native	Americans	,	military,	pilots		
	
Eagle	eye	–	a	phrase	to	describe	
someone	who	closely	observes	(eagles	
are	known	for	their	keen	eye	sight)			
					

	

Places 
	

Mountains,	lakes,		
the	sky,		forests,	tall	
trees	and	cliffs	

Activities / actions  
	

Flying,	hunting,	
watching	

	
Images 

	
The	eagle	and	lightening	bolt	are	
often	associated	together	because	
they	are	both	symbols	of		Zeus,	
the	King	of	the	Greek	gods	
	
An	eagle	diving	from	the	sky	
towards	a	lake	hunting	for	fish	

	

Events / situations 
	
		
		

	
Emotions & traits 

	
Wild,	freedom,	strength,		fierce,	
rugged,	predator,	independent	
(do	not	fly	in	flocks	like	other	
birds);	

Connotation	vs.	Denotation	


